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BANKSTOWN-AUBURN COMMUNITY RADIO INCORPORATED (BACR)
ABN  35 737 985 863

POLICY 2.2 B: VARIATION OR WAIVER OF AIRTIME FEES (REVISED 2026)

1. General Policy
In this policy, "broadcaster" refers to any individual or group approved by the Management Committee to present a program on ConnectFM 100.9. The Committee holds the authority to vary airtime fees to ensure the station remains financially viable while maximizing community participation.
1.1 Airtime Fee Increases
· Fees may be increased based on the station's economic requirements, following advice from the Finance Sub-Committee.
· Any increase must be applied uniformly across specific broadcaster categories (e.g., all pensioners or all non-profits) to ensure equitable treatment.
1.2 Airtime Fee Reductions or Waivers

· The Committee will consider reducing or waiving fees under two primary conditions:
· Category-Wide Adjustments: When the station’s improved financial position allows for a general fee reduction across specific broadcaster categories.
· Individual Hardship or Merit: To ensure participation from economically disadvantaged individuals or groups. Specific criteria include:
· Alleviating financial hardship for disadvantaged broadcasters.
· Encouraging participation from benevolent or charitable organizations.
· Recognizing significant past or current voluntary service to the station.
· Supporting language groups that are ineligible for ethnic grants and lack sponsorship.




2. Safeguards and Compliance
· Anti-Nepotism: Fee variations will never be granted based on personal or financial relationships with Committee members, the Station Manager, or staff.
· Grant & Sponsorship Offset: Reductions are generally not available to those receiving government grants or sponsorship unless those funds are fully donated back to the station.
· Committee Exemption: Current Management Committee members are exempt from fees for up to 3 hours per week, provided any associated grant funds are transferred to the station.
· Confidentiality: All financial hardship applications and supporting evidence will be handled with strict confidentiality and accessed only by the Management Committee and relevant Finance Officers.

3. Procedures for Application
· The station utilizes a standardized "Hardship and Fee Variation Form" to ensure the process is objective and accessible.
· Application: Requests can be made verbally or in writing, followed by the submission of evidence (e.g., pension card, non-profit status, or financial statements).
· Decision Timeline: The Committee will issue a decision within 21 days of the first meeting following the receipt of the request.
· Notification: Applicants will be notified of the outcome by the President or Secretary.
· Review: While the Committee's initial decision is final, a broadcaster may re-apply if their financial circumstances change significantly.
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