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BANKSTOWN-AUBURN COMMUNITY RADIO INCORPORATED (BACR)
ABN  35 737 985 863

POLICY 4.1: FIRST NATIONS PEOPLES AND CULTURAL PROTOCOLS (REVISED 2026)

1. Purpose and Recognition
The purpose of this policy is to formally acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the First Nations Peoples of Australia and the Traditional Owners of the land on which ConnectFM 100.9 operates. We recognize their unique status and commit to demonstrating deep respect for their diverse cultures, customs, and continued connection to country.
2. Acknowledgment and Respect
· Acknowledgment of Country: ConnectFM 100.9 will implement a protocol for performing an Acknowledgment of Country at the start of all General Meetings, Management Committee meetings, and major station events.
· On-Air Protocols: Presenters are encouraged to perform an Acknowledgment of Country at the opening of their programs to foster community harmony and recognition.
· Bereavement Customs: The station will seek expert advice to ensure strict adherence to cultural protocols regarding the naming or depicting of recently deceased First Nations persons.
3. Programming and Lived Experience
· Consultation: BACR will actively pursue the involvement of First Nations Peoples in the production of programs focusing on Indigenous issues.
· Authentic Voices: In accordance with the 2026 "Lived Experience" standard, the station will prioritize First Nations broadcasters and guests to speak on matters directly affecting their communities.
· Verification: Broadcasters must verify the most respectful way to refer to specific regional groups and use appropriate, non-stigmatizing language.
· Media Partnerships: Where possible, the station will consult with First Nations media organizations to ensure appropriate communication forms and cultural safety.
4. Participation and Access
· Systemic Inclusion: BACR is committed to increasing the representation of First Nations Peoples within the station’s membership, volunteer base, and Management Committee.
· Diversity Training: All station participants will be provided with information regarding regional differences and the social/emotional well-being of First Nations Peoples to ensure a safe and informed broadcasting environment.
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