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BANKSTOWN-AUBURN COMMUNITY RADIO INCORPORATED (BACR/CONNECT FM 100.9)
ABN  35 737 985 863

BROADCASTER RESPONSIBILITIES IF REPORTING ON SUICIDE AND MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES (REVISED 2026)

INTRODUCTION
BACR/CONNECT FM 100.9 program presenters must be aware that suicide is a prominent public health issue in Australia, with over 3,300 deaths annually. Key considerations for our broadcasting area include:
· Suicide rates are generally three to four times higher among males than females.
· Hospital admissions for intentional self-injury are approximately ten times more common than deaths by suicide.
· Migrants in Australia often show suicide rates similar to their country of origin.
· Individuals in any form of custody have a suicide rate three times higher than the general population.
· Mental illness is a major risk factor, with up to 90% of people who die by suicide experiencing a mental disorder at the time of death.

ISSUES TO CONSIDER WHEN REPORTING ON SUICIDE & MENTAL ILLNESS
To ensure safety and minimize harm, all presenters must evaluate the following before and during a broadcast:
· Language and Detail: Use non-sensationalist language and never be explicit about the method or location of a suicide.
· Celebrity Coverage: Avoid discussion of celebrity suicides to prevent glamourisation or "copycat" behavior.
· Interviewing: Normally avoid interviewing the bereaved unless there is a clear, safe, and constructive reason to do so.
· Lived Experience (2026 Standard): Prioritize the perspectives of individuals with relevant lived experience, ensuring they are in a safe position to share and that the content provides a message of hope or recovery.
· Helpline Contacts: You must include helpline contacts (e.g., Lifeline 13 11 14, Beyond Blue) at the beginning and end of your story.

PRESENTER WELLBEING AND CULTURAL SAFETY
· Psychosocial Hazard: Reporting on suicide is recognized as a psychosocial hazard. All presenters are encouraged to debrief with the Station Manager or a mentor following any high-impact segment on mental health.
· First Nations Sensitivity: Given the significantly higher suicide rates in First Nations communities, reporting on Indigenous mental health must be done with extreme care and, where possible, in consultation with local Indigenous health experts.
· Resources: All broadcasters should refer to the "Resource Kit" issued by Mindframe for the most up-to-date industry guidelines.
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